
8th   Grade   Summer   Reading   Activities   2020  
Read   the   assigned   whole   class   novel   as   well   as   two   of   the   five   provided   short   stories,   and   then  
complete   the   activities   for   each   reading   assignment   below.   
 
1.   Whole   Class   Assigned   Reading:   Nonfiction   Memoir  
Little   Princes    by   Conor   Grennan  
 
2.   Independent   Selection:   Short   Story   Writer’s   Craft   -   Select   TWO.   
 
“Thank   You   Ma’am”   by   Langston   Hughes  
https://www.chino.k12.ca.us/cms/lib/CA01902308/Centricity/Domain/1689/Thank%20You%20% 
20Ma%20am.pdf  
 
“Girl”   by   Jamaica   Kincaid  
https://www.bpi.edu/ourpages/auto/2017/10/14/55813476/Girl%20Jamaica%20Kincaid.pdf  
 
“All   Summer   in   a   Day”   by   Ray   Bradbury   
https://www.mukilteoschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=183&dataid 
=731&FileName=6-All-Summer-in-a-Day-by-Ray-Bradbury.pdf  
 
“Click   Clack   the   Rattlebag”   by   Neil   Gaiman  
https://rickmanhchs.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/click-clack-the-rattle-bag.pdf  
 
“Charles”   by   Shirley   Jackson  
https://loa-shared.s3.amazonaws.com/static/pdf/Jackson_Charles.pdf  
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Whole   Class   Novel   Postcard   Project   for    Little   Princes  
After   reading    Little   Princes ,   create   5    5x7   postcards   using   the   criteria   below.   Cardstock   or   5x7  
index   cards   will   work   well   for   this   (10   points/postcard).   
 
THREE    of   these   postcards   should   illustrate   important   settings   from   the   memoir.   On   the  
back   of   each   postcard,   explain   the   significance   of   the   setting.    Your   explanation   should  
be   at   least   5   sentences,   and   it   should   include   specific   details   from   the   text   to   explain   why  
each   setting   was   crucial   to   Conor   Grennan’s   experience.   Each   postcard   will   be   graded  
based   on   the   criteria   below:   
___   (4pts)   important   setting   from   the   memoir   illustrated   (please   draw   your   own   picture,  

do   not   print   and   paste)   
-1   point:   hand   drawn   and   neat   
-1   point:   image   is   colorful  
-1   point:   accuracy   of   the   setting   to   the   text  
-1   point:   the   name   of   the   location   is   present   and   easy   to   see   on   the   picture,   and  
your   name   is   in   the   bottom   right   hand   corner   on   the   BACK   (writing   side)   of   the  
card.  

___   (6   pts)   Writing:   Explanation   of   Significance  
-3   points:   events   from   the   text   connect   to   how   the   setting   illustrated   on   your  
postcard   was   important   to   Grennan’s   experience  
-3   points:   length   requirement   is   met,   capitalization   and   grammatical   conventions  
are   practiced   correctly,   and   writing   is   neatly   handwritten   or   typed   and   affixed  
neatly.  

ONE    of   the   postcards   should   reflect   Nepalese   culture.    On   the   back   of   this   postcard,   you  
will   need   to   compare   and   contrast   how   this   particular   symbol   or   picture   reflects   an   aspect  
of   Nepalese   culture,   and   how   that   aspect   is   similar   or   different   to   our   own   culture   in  
America.    Major   cultural   influencers   include   food,   government,   school,   music,   and  
religion.    This   postcard   should   be   7   sentences   long.    This   postcard   will   be   graded   based  
on   the   criteria   below:   
____   (4   pts)   Image   is   hand   drawn   and   represents   Nepalese   culture   in   a   clear   way.   

-   1   point:   hand   drawn   and   neat  
-   1   point:   image   is   colorful  
-   1   point:   image   is   related   to   Nepalese   culture  
-   1   point:   name   is   in   the   bottom   right   hand   corner   on   the   BACK   (writing   side).  

____   (6   pts)   Writing:   Compare/Contrast   of   Nepalese   and   American   Culture  
-3   points:   One   cultural   factor   of   Nepal   is   compared/contrasted   to   the   same   cultural  
factor   in   America  
-3   points:   length   requirement   is   met,   capitalization   and   grammatical   conventions  
are   practiced   correctly,   and   writing   is   neatly   handwritten   or   typed   and   affixed.   
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ONE    of   the   postcards   should   be   an   advertisement   for   Next   Generation   Nepal.    On   the  
back   of   this   postcard,   explain   the   mission   of   NGN   and   convince   me   that   my   support   is  
important.    It   should   also   address   which   Corporal   Work   of   Mercy   NGN   supports   (this   is  
not   directly   stated,   but   I’m   hoping   you   can   make   the   connection).    This   postcard   should  
be   between   5-7   sentences   long.   
____   (4   pts)   Image   is   hand   drawn   and   represents   Next   Generation   Nepal   in   a   clear,   but  

creative   way.  
-   1   point:   neatly   hand   drawn   
-   1   point:   image   is   colored  
-   1   point:   image   is   related   to   Next   Generation   Nepal  
-   1   point:   name   is   in   the   bottom   right   hand   corner  

____   (6   pts)   Writing:   Advertising   Next   Generation   Nepal  
-3   points:   the   mission   of   Next   Generation   Nepal   is   clearly   stated   with   a   connection  
to   the   Corporal   Work   of   Mercy   promoted   by   this   program.   There   is   a   call   to   action  
trying   to   convince   others   to   help.  
-3   points:   length   requirement   is   met,   capitalization   and   grammatical   conventions  
are   practiced   correctly,   and   writing   is   neatly   handwritten   or   typed   and   affixed 
neatly.  
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Name _______________________________  
 
Evaluating   Short   Stories   Activity  
Evaluate   the   writer’s   craft.    When   we   read   novels,   the   author   takes   several   hundred  
pages   to   build   suspense   and   intrigue   as   well   as   create   clear,   well   defined   characters.  
Authors   of   short   stories   do   this   in   a   matter   of   a   few   pages.    HOW?    Complete   the  
Short   Story   Evaluation   for   each   of   the   two   short   stories   you   read.    Use   specific  
examples   from   the   text.   
 
Which   two   short   stories   did   you   read?    
Story   1�   
Story   2�   
*For   the   rest   of   this   assignment,   you   will    answer   the   questions   for   Story   1   and   Story   2   based   on   where  
you   put   your   title   here   (as   either   1   or   2).   
Author’s   Craft:   Characterization.   
Fill   in   the   charts   below   by   identifying   the   main   character   from   each   story,   then  
listing   three   character   traits   you   identified   from   the   story.    Next   to   those   traits,  
copy   evidence   from   the   text   that   supports   your   claim.   Think   about   what   the  
character   says,   thinks,   does,   or   reacts   to   to   find   your   evidence   and   define   the   traits.  
 
Story   1  
Character   Name:  

Character   Trait   Evidence   

1.    
 
 
 

2.     
 
 
 

3.     
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Story   2  
Character   Name:  

Character   Trait   Evidence   

1.    
 
 
 

2.     
 
 
 

3.     
 
 
 

Author’s   Craft:   Point   of   View.   
Story   1  
From   which   point   of   view   is   the   story   told?   
 
 
How   do   you   know?   
 
 
How   does   the   perspective   influence   your   understanding   as   a   reader?   
 
 
Story   2�   
From   which   point   of   view   is   the   story   told?   
 
 
How   do   you   know?  
 
 
How   does   the   perspective   influence   your   understanding   as   a   reader?   
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Short   Story   Critique:   For   ONE   of   the   two   short   stories   you   read,   summarize   the  
story   in   5-7   sentences.    Following   this   summary,   in   5-7   additional   sentences,  
evaluate   what   the   author   did   really   well   with   this   story.    Considering   the   length  
of   the   story,   what   are   you   surprised   the   author   was   able   to   do   for   you   as   the  
reader?    Also,   consider   if   there   were   cons   to   this   being   a   short   story   compared   to  
a   novel.    Why/why   not?   Be   sure   to   include   evidence   from   the   text   in   your  
response.    FINALLY,   in   3-5   sentences,   review   whether   or   not   you   liked   the   story  
and   why/why   not.      
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