
Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church, 

   Please know that I continue to keep you and your loved ones in my 

thoughts and prayers and remember you in the celebration of daily Mass. 

The list of Mass intentions can be found on the Parish website, and updates 

and additional information can be found on our website and our Facebook 

page.  I especially call your attention to the announcements made by Bishop 

O’Connell on our Sites regarding the closing of churches in the Diocese of 

Trenton, Confessions during the coronavirus emergency, and Directives 

regarding baptisms, weddings and funerals.  The Bishop has also informed 

us that Palms will not be blessed and distributed in any churches on Palm 

Sunday because of the risk of contagion. Palms will be blessed and made 
available at a later time to be determined. 

 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

As we know, the solemn beginning of Holy Week on this day calls to us to 

hear and reflect upon two Gospel proclamations.  The first recalls the Lord’s 

entry into the city of Jerusalem. A very large crowd greeted Him and 
welcomed Him with palm branches, shouts of praise and joyful Hosannas. 

As I reflect on this Gospel account I remember all the times we have 

gathered here at Sacred Heart to welcome the Lord at our Masses, to greet 

Him with songs of praise, prayers of gratitude and joy-filled Hosannas and 

Alleluias.  I must say that I look forward with great longing to gathering 

together again with you in our Church to rejoice in the presence of the Lord 

in Word and Eucharist and to thank Him for keeping us close to His Sacred 
Heart during this difficult time. 

The second Gospel reading is, of course the Passion of the Lord (This year it 

is according to Matthew).  This year it is especially meaningful to 

experience His agony in the garden, His “isolation” from loved ones, His 

mandatory distance from followers and companions, and finally, his feeling 

of being abandoned by God as He hung upon the Cross. And yet, in the 

these moments of pain and anguish, when His soul was sorrowful even to 

death, when He wished that this cup would pass from Him, we know that 

He knew that His Father was always with Him just by the depth of His 

prayers and his desire to accomplish His Fathers will to reveal His Fathers 
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love for all of us.  May our prayers during this time of lifting up and 
carrying our crosses be just as deep and heartfelt and loving. 

        As we remember His Passion throughout this Holy Week and hear, 

once again, those most lamentable words that Jesus cried out just before 

He died from Psalm 22, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” let 

us make the final lines of our Responsorial Psalm, also from Psalm 22, our 

own act of faith, hymn of praise and testimony of love to our God and 
Father: 

“I will proclaim your name to my brethren; 

In the midst of the assembly I will praise you; 

You who fear the Lord, praise him; 

All you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; 

Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!” 

 

Let us pray. 

 Almighty and ever-living God, 

Who as an example of humility for the human race to follow 

Caused our Savior to take flesh and submit to the Cross, 

Graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of patient suffering 

And so merit a share in his Resurrection. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever.  Amen.        

 

May you have a blessed Holy Week, 

Father John 


