
Hello, 7th graders, 
 
Below you will find Words from Ancient Egypt and their definitions: 
 

1.  Amulet: a charm worn by the living or placed on a mummy to ward off evil spirits  and to 
bring good luck 

2. Anthropoid: coffin in the shape of a human 
3. Ba: believed by Ancient Egyptians to be the spirit or soul. It is often depicted as a bird 

with a human head 
4. Book of the Dead: a collection of spells to help the dead reach the next life safely 
5. Canopic jars: a set of jars used in mummification that held the internal organs such as 

the brain, intestines, and liver 
6. Cartouche: an oval that was drawn to contain the hieroglyphs that spelled the king or 

queen’s name 
7. Coffin: a container for a mummy 
8. Egyptologist: an archeologist who studies ancient Egypt 
9. Hieroglyphs: ancient Egyptian writing that used symbols usually based on animals, 

humans, and gods 
10. Mastaba: part of a tomb above the ground that looked like a bench 
11. Mummy: preserved body of a dead person or animal 
12. Natron: a salt used in mummification 
13. Necropolis: Egyptian burial grounds, or “city of the dead” 
14. Memes: a striped headcloth worn by the Pharaoh 
15. Nilometer: a staircase found in temples that was next to the Nile 
16. Papyrus: a water reed used to make paper in ancient Egypt 
17. Pharaoh: the Egyptian king, his name means “Great House” 
18. Sarcophagus: a stone container for the coffin and the mummy 
19. Sphinx: a statue in the shape of a lion with the head of a human or ram 
20. Uraeus: a cobra emblem worn by the Pharaoh as part of the headdress 

 
 
Assignment:  
 

1. Collect 40 blank index cards 
2. On each of the first 20 cards write the definition of one of the words so that each card 

has a different definition. 
3. On the other 20 cards write the words and draw a  design to depict the word (Yes, color 

it!) 
4. Find someone to play the game.  
5. Play MEMORY by turning over all the cards and turn over two at a time to see if you can 

find a matching pair. Keep your matching pairs. The person with the most “matches” at 
the end of the game wins! 

6. Take a picture of you and your partner(s) playing the game and send it to me.  


